THE  TIGER  S   CUB
Sarraut, an old Radical, was decidedly more to the Left than its prede-
cessor. Mandcl attempted to get Rightist support for the government57
and was credited with being instrumental in its formation.38 Le Petit
Bleu, a Paris daily, beneath a picture of Mandel, wrote: "By the aston-
ishing ability he showed during the negotiations for the formation of
the Sarraut cabinet, he has qualified himself as the next prime
minister." 39 Sarraut's was to be only a stop-gap government until the
elections three months later, but it was soon faced with a serious
international crisis, Hitler's remilitarisation of the Rhineland.
Mandel had opposed Laval's Italian policy40 and once sanctions were
applied was in favour of making them more extensive,41 but he was
not able to force adoption of his views. It is still obscure why he made
a speech calling for the support of the Laval government when he was
in open opposition with its foreign policy. He probably felt, however,
that the success of Laval's financial programme warranted his retention
in spite of his foreign policy.
In February 1936 the Franco-Soviet Pact came up in the French
Parliament for ratification. The Right had previously supported the
treaty, but after the formation of the Popular Front they began to fear
that if the coming elections placed the treaty in the hands of a wholly
Leftist government, it would be turned into a military alliance aimed
directly at Germany. Thus France might be dragged into a war in
eastern Europe for the sake of "les beaux yeux de M. Staline et de M.
Litvinov**.42 They felt that war could not help but accelerate the social
revolution and that Communism would be the only beneficiary of the
defeat of Germany.43 The Left and a small group of the Right, includ-
ing Mandel, supported the pact. Although Mandel was an avowed
anti-Communist,44 he stated that he would conclude a pact with any-
one so long as it was against Hitler.45 The complete reversal in the
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